
Beit Ahavah Membership Renewal  2020-2021 
 

 Beit Ahavah 
  The Reform Synagogue of Greater Northampton 

 

Membership Renewal Packet 

 

Welcome!  Beit Ahavah is a dynamic and progressive Reform Jewish community welcoming 
new and returning members.  Our membership nurtures and impacts progressive, engaging and 
meaningful Jewish experiences throughout the life of our congregation and beyond.  
 
This year is for Kulanu - All of Us Together.  We are excited to embark again on creating Jewish 
community together -- in extraordinary times.  We bring our passion, creativity, and dedication to 
healing and recreating our Jewish traditions during these times -- with Shabbat and musical 
services, an uplifting High Holydays experience on the horizon, meaningful holiday celebrations, 
energizing adult programming and learning, social justice and tikkun olam (healing the world), 
family, youth and teen involvement.  We look forward to expanded family and youth involvement 
in RUACH community school programs, B’nei Mitzvah journeys, teen events, Tot Shabbat, life-long 
learning and new ideas. 
 
Beit Ahavah thrives when we come together - for community, life cycle events, spirituality, 
learning, building and fostering connections with our rabbi - Rabbi Riqi Kosovske, and with each 
other and all who seek enlivening connection.  Beit Ahavah is a proud member of the Union for 
Reform Judaism (URJ), involved with innovating Judaism for these times and doing Tikkun Olam - 

healing the world.  Beit Ahavah is fueled by the love, talent and creative 
investment of each of our community member.  Thank you for being 
part of Beit Ahavah. 

 
L’shalom, peace, 

 
Rabbi Riqi Kosovske 
 
Board of Directors 2020-21: 
Aline LaBorwit Davis, President 
Lois Peirent, Vice President 
Mary Stanton, Secretary 

       Anne Bussler 
Scott Cavanaugh 
Heather Deirdre 
Rachel Goldberg 
Becca Herskovitz 
Diane Kelley 
Morris Lainer 
Andy Morris-Friedman 
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Beit Ahavah Membership Renewal  2020-2021 
 

 

Member Contact Information 
Adults in the household Email Addresses: 

  

  

  

 

Names of family members including children  Age/Grade (including if in college) 

  

  

  

  

City, State, Zip:  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone (with area code): _______________________________________________________________________ 

Cell Phones (with area code): ________________________________________________________________________  

 

PREFERENCES: 

● 🌎  To save earthly and financial resources, and in keeping with Jewish values of conservation, Beit Ahavah 
prefers to send most communications electronically.  If you do not have email or would prefer important 
communication sent via U.S. mail, please indicate that here:   ____I PREFER U.S. MAIL.  

● Beit Ahavah may share a Member Directory among members for connection with each other.  Please check here 
if you prefer to opt out of having your information in this directory.      ____OPT OUT  

 
● Beit Ahavah occasionally shares membership information with Jewish organizations our congregation is part of, 

such as Jewish Federation, PJ Library (young families), NFTY-Northeast (teens), Union for Reform Judaism. 
May we share your information?   ___YES   ___NO 

● Are additional grandparents, parents, relatives, co-workers or friends interested to receive notice of Beit Ahavah 
events, and/or the biweekly “Beit Ahavah Highlights”e-newsletter?  Please share names and emails: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

● 📷 Beit Ahavah staff and members may take photos for promotion (such as Highlights, religious school news, 
website, yearly slide show, Beit Ahavah Facebook page and social media, etc.).  

____Check if you DO NOT want photos of you (or your family) to be used for these purposes.  

  

2 

 Beit Ahavah • 130 Pine Street • Florence, MA • 01062 • 413-587-3770 • www.beitahavah.org • info@beitahavah.org 

 

http://www.beitahavah.org/
mailto:info@beitahavah.org


Beit Ahavah Membership Renewal  2020-2021 

Volunteering 
 

Each person makes a difference.  Beit Ahavah thrives with active participation and creativity.  Volunteering is 
a wonderful way to get to know and feel part of the community.  Volunteering can mean helping plan a holiday event, 
assisting a family in need, reading Torah at services, mentoring a student, organizing a Havdalah gathering, serving on a 
committee, cleaning up with a crew after Shabbat services, or suggesting and organizing a speaker.  Thank you! 
Please indicate how you can contribute time and energy to Beit Ahavah by checking the boxes below.  

I am interested in the following short-term volunteer opportunities:   
 

❏ Usher and greet during Shabbat services 
❏ Help set up or clean up for Shabbat services 
❏ Host an Oneg Shabbat virtually 
❏ Teach youth or adults on the following topic: 

 

 

❏ Help at youth and family events  
❏ Help plan a holiday celebration or 

other community event 
❏ Join the High Holydays Committee 
❏ Plan a fundraising event 
❏ Other:  

Committees are a wonderful, integral part of our community, connection and leadership. 
“Be a mensch, join a committee.”  Please check below for more information: 
 
❏ I am interested or passionate about being involved with _________________________________________________________. 

 

❏ Chesed (“Loving kindness”).  Offers support to members during challenges, simchahs or life changes (i.e. 
birth or adoption of a child, illness, death in the family).  Contact: Lisa Oram, lisaoram@comcast.net.  
 

❏ Education. The YoFIE committee (“Youth & Families Involved in Education”) helps foster engaging youth, 
family, Tot Shabbat, B’nei Mitzvah and teen programs. 

 

❏ Membership Engagement.  Engage members and foster membership growth.  

 

❏ Prayer & Practice.  Engages with issues related to ritual, religious practice, Tefillah (prayer), spiritual 
growth.  Contact: Rabbi Riqi, beitahavah@gmail.com.  
 

❏ High Holydays.  Contact: Geoff Friedman, geofffriedman@comcast.net.  
 

❏ Tzedek Tzedek/Social Justice:  Doing social justice, mitzvot and social action together, protecting the 
environment are tenets of our community.  Contact: Geoff Friedman, geofffriedman@comcast.net.  
 

❏ Fundraising & Development. 

 

❏ Adult Programming. 
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Membership Dues Renewal & Payment Information 

Im ein kemach, ein Torah … If there is no flour, there is no Torah. 
- Pirkei Avot 3:21 

Three years ago Beit Ahavah established an experimental and innovative change to the dues structure, to strengthen                 
membership and our synagogue. Each category offers a suggested range for fair share dues commitment to support growing                  
and sustaining our vibrant Reform congregation in the Upper Valley. 

 Dues contribution last year was _________________.   Please consider increasing this amount for the new year 2020-21. 

Category Suggested Range 

First year (New Members) $700 - $1600 

Second Year and After $900 - $1950 

Dual Membership (paying dues to another synagogue) $550 - $1600 

Student $36 - $360 

Beit Ahavah is committed to welcoming everyone regardless of finances. If you choose an amount outside the                 
guidelines, please write in that amount.  

Membership Category ______________________________       2020-2021 dues commitment will be $ _________________. 
 

Funds: General Fund $ ____________ 

Klara Grape Memorial Music Fund $ ____________ 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund $ ___________ 

Israel J. Costin Youth Education Fund $ ____________ 

Leroy Seftel Adult Education Fund $ ____________ 

Please designate contributions in memory/honor of/life cycle events to be acknowledged: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Financial Support $ ____________ 

______ Full amount is enclosed. 
______ 50% enclosed; remainder due in equal payments Sep 15, Dec 15, and March 15. 
______ Please use my automatic withdrawal authorization on file for 12 equal monthly transfers 

on or around the 15th of July – June. 
  ______ Automated withdrawal authorization for 10 equal monthly transfers on or around the 15th of July – June. 
 
Member Signature _______________________________________________     Date ______________________ 

Please print your name ______________________________________ 
 

Please return to Beit Ahavah by July 1, 2020. 
You may pay by check to Beit Ahavah or use our online membership form.Please consider adding 3% if you use PayPal 

to cover their fees.  Thank you!  
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2020-2021 Scrip Subscription 
 
Scrip is a cash card used at Stop & Shop for food or gas, or at River Valley Co-op.  
Beit Ahavah receives a 5% rebate from all Scrip sold!  Scrip is a great and easy way to provide additional 
financial support to Beit Ahavah without costing you any more than you already spend on groceries or gas.  
 
Scrip is purchased on a monthly basis through a DIRECT WITHDRAWAL program.  Please fill out the Direct 
Payment Authorization form found below.  
 
I _____________________, agree to the following terms for my purchasing of Scrip from Beit Ahavah: 

(print name)  
 
❏ For renewals: Please continue my current Scrip subscription using my current payment method unless 

otherwise specified. 
 
I agree to purchase scrip on a MONTHLY subscription basis from one or both of the following (please circle): 

❏ Stop & Shop: 

$100 $200 $300 $400 $500 $600 $700 $800 $900 $1,000 
 
❏ River Valley Co-op: 

$100 $200 $300 $400 $500 $600 $700 $800 $900 $1,000 
 
The payment must be received by the 15th of the month, then new Scrip card(s) in the amount circled will be 

automatically sent to the address listed below, until Beit Ahavah has been notified of cancellation. 
Cancellation requires 30 days notice.  Direct Payment Authorization will be withdrawn on the 15th of 
each month. 

 
I agree that once the Scrip subscription has been purchased, the cards cannot be returned unless there are 

extenuating circumstances, which have been discussed and agreed upon by the Beit Ahavah Board of 
Directors, that would allow me to remit my purchase and payment agreement.  I agree that upon signing 
this document, I am bound by all statements herein.  
 

Beit Ahavah will send by regular mail unless you make arrangements to pick up your monthly card at the 
office during regular office hours (Mon/Weds 9 AM-1 PM, Tues/Thurs 9 AM-2 PM). 

    
Purchaser Name: __________________ Signature: ________________ Date:________  
Mailing Address: 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 Street/P. O. Box City  State Zip Code 
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DIRECT PAYMENT/Bank Draft Authorization  
for DUES COMMITMENT and/or SCRIP CARDS 

 
Im ein kemach, ein Torah … If there is no flour, there is no Torah. 

- Pirkei Avot 3:21 
 

Direct Payment saves Beit Ahavah from paying credit card fees.  

When you authorize regularly scheduled payments to be made from your checking or savings account, your payments will be made 
automatically on the specified day.  Proof of payment will appear with your bank statement. 

The authority you give to charge your account will remain in effect until you notify us in writing to terminate the authorization.  If the 
amount of your payment changes, we will notify you at least 10 days before payment date. 

 

❏ I authorize Beit Ahavah to initiate debit entries to my checking/savings account for the amounts listed on the 
dues and scrip forms. This authority will remain in effect until I cancel the preauthorized transfer, which requires 
at least five (5) days written notice to Beit Ahavah before the next transfer.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Name of Financial Institution) (Branch) 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(City) (State) (Zip Code) 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Name As It Appears On Your Account - Please Print) 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Signature) (Date) 

Initial payment amount: $ ______________ Regular payment date:______________ 
 Checking   Savings 

 

 

Please attach a voided check. 
 

 
PLEASE RETAIN A COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS 

On __________ (date), I authorized Beit Ahavah, to initiate electronic entries to my checking/savings account and have agreed to the 
terms listed on the authorization. 
 
Initial payment amount: $___________   Regular payment date:______________ 
 
I may revoke my authorization by writing to the address above, providing at least 5 days notice prior to the next scheduled 
transfer.  
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